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ABSTRACT 

A significant increase in the use of composite materials has occurred during the past 20 years. Associated with this 
increased use is the potential for employees to be exposed to offgassing components from composite systems. 
Various components in composite systems, particularly residual solvents, call offgas under various conditions. The 
potential for offgassing to occur increases as a composite material is heated under either during cure or during lay-up 
operations. Various techniques can be employed to evaluate the offgassing characteristics of a composite system. A 
joint effort between AIA and SACMA resulted in the drafting of a proposed test method for evaluating the offgassing 
potential of composite materials. The purpose of testing composite materials for offgassing is to provide the 
industrial hygienist with information which can be used to assess the safety of the workplace. This paper outlines 
the proposed test method and presents round robin testing data associated with the test method. Also in this 
presentation if a discussion of classes of compounds which require specialized sampling techniques. 
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